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We welcome all family members to our Centre and we encourage families wherever possible to be involved in their child’s 
program. There are many ways for families to be involved.  We understand that many of us don’t have spare time in our busy 
lives, however any contribution no matter how big or small is much appreciated.  Here are just a few ideas. 
 
Your Occupation 
Your child loves you and when they get to childcare all they talk about is you.  You are the most important person in their world. 
We welcome all parents to the Centre to talk about their occupation or hobby.  Everything parents do interests the children and 
these talks are the best educational resources you can provide for the Centre.  After occupational discussions we use it in our 
programming and the ideas explored from parent talks can last for weeks! 
 
Your Home Culture 
Your home culture is also of interest to our Centre.  We would greatly appreciate finding out about any aspects of your culture 
and family life you are able to share with our Centre.  This would assist us to enrich the lives of all our families and children. 
 
(Cont’d…Page 6) 

We hope everyone had a really enjoyable break over the 
Christmas and New Year period. We are back in full swing 
now with most children back from holidays. 
 
STAFF HOLIDAYS 
Miss Pari is away overseas on a much-deserved break and 
will re- join the team in February. 
 
Miss Rehana is also overseas on a holiday and will re-join 
the team in February. 
 
Miss Melissa is taking a week off from the 29th of January, 
but Miss Brooke will be in the office for the whole week 
while she is away.  
 
Welcome to all our new families and welcome back to our 
continuing families. We are looking forward to spending 
another year with your children and their extended families, 
with a program catering for the growth and development of 
each individual child based on his/her needs and interests.  
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018 
Our Calendar of Events for the year is up on the wall in the 
foyer.  Feel free to take a photo of it to have on your phone  

 
 
 
to remind you of any upcoming events we have going on in 
the Centre.  
 
CENTRE PHOTOS 
We listened to all your feedback good and bad about the 
photographers we had last year.  Based on this feedback, 
we have decided to try a different company to do our class 
photos.  We have been trialling new photographers over the 
last couple of years after losing our old Centre favourite 
photographer, who we’d had for years, due to family health 
issues. So, this year we have decided to go with a new 
photographer, who has been doing Centre photos at our 
other Centres.  They have had positive feedback from their 
families who are quite happy with the photos.  We are just 
waiting to hear back from the photographer as to when they 
can slot us in. Cross fingers they work out for us!! 
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
We have had a few Public Holidays fall in December and 
January which has led to a few queries regarding make up 
days. Anyone who’s submitted a Holiday Request Form and 
received the holiday subsidy for that period, is not eligible 
for makeup days for the Public Holidays that fall in the 
period covered by the holiday subsidy.  
 
However, anyone not on holiday whose regular day fell on a 
Public Holiday is eligible for a makeup day, space 
permitting, provided their account is up to date. We are now 
offering a $20 a day reduced rate for a holiday subsidy 
instead of the original $7.50, which is great, and all families 
are still eligible for this rate for four weeks per financial year 
pro-rata e.g. one week each three months. 
 
LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE 
If you require extra days or know a friend or family member 
who has mentioned they would like to put their child into 
care, then please feel free to come to speak to Brooke or 
Melissa or any staff member here at the Centre.  We are 
filling up fast, so get in quick to secure your bookings for 
2018. 
 
FEES 
We still require fees to be a week in advance so if you know 
your fees are in arrears or have been contacted by our 
Head Office or Management regarding this situation, then 
please settle your account with us ASAP and start the new 
year off with a $0.00 balance on your account.  
 
LATE IN THE MORNINGS AND SICK DAYS 
If you are going to be late arriving in the morning, could you 
please give the Centre a call so that we don’t mark your 
child absent.  This also ensures children coming in late have 
some lunch prepared for them rather than having to rustle 

up a plate of food unexpectedly.  If we know early enough 
that your child will be arriving late, we won’t mark him or her 
absent and we can put aside some lunch.  Same goes if 
your child is sick and going to be away, then it would be 
greatly appreciated if you could give the Centre a call letting 
us know of the absence, the duration of the absence and 
the reason for the absence. Thanks for your co-operation 
regarding this matter. 
 
HANDWASHING AT HOME 
Here at the Centre all children follow a handwashing 
procedure.  Below is how we do it at St Brendan’s and 
hopefully you can encourage this procedure to be continued 
with at home, so your child will already be familiar with the 
routine and can follow it easily. 
 

1. Wet hands 

2. Squirt soap 

3. Wash palms 

4. Wash back of hands 

5. Wash between fingers 

6. Rinse under water 

7. Dry with paper towel. 

 
We follow this routine before and after meal times, after 
using the toilet and having a nappy change, and when our 
hands are dirty and need a clean after messy play activities. 
 
ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS FOR THE CENTRE 
If there is something you would like your child to participate 
in here at the Centre, whether it be something they are 
interested in at home and you want them to continue it on 
with us here, something they have mentioned they would 
especially like to do, a project they want to share, a 
favourite book or photo, an art/craft interest, a topic 
explored etc then we would love to hear about it.  Please 
pop an email to us outlining the idea or interest and we 
would love to further develop that idea or interest here with 
all the children.  
 
FINAL FAREWELL 
We would like to say a massive farewell to all the children 
who have been with us for a long time but are now heading 
off to school.  We wish you all the best as you embark on 
the next amazing chapter in your lives.  Please feel free to 
come in and show off the school uniform or send us a pic 
via email that we can show around the Centre.  
 
Take care and continue achieving great things in life!!  
 
Until next newsletter, 
Miss Brooke and Miss Melissa  
Nominated Supervisors 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY LINKS/EVENTS 
 
“Raising Children Who Shine” One Day 
Conference (Brisbane QLD) 

March 17 
South Brisbane, QLD 
 
Four leading experts from Australia and overseas 
unpack some of the key challenges facing parents & 
people who work with children. 

Join Maggie Dent with Dr Vanessa LaPointe, Dr 
Kristy Goodwin and Dr Justin Coulson for this 
fantastic one-day event for anyone living or working 
with young children. 
 
For more information please visit the website: 
https://www.maggiedent.com/raising-children-who-
shine/ 
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TODDLER NEWS 
Welcome back to another awesome year ahead here in the 
Toddlers Room!  We all hope you had a wonderful 
Christmas and New Year. 
 
We would like to welcome our new friends, Rose, Neha, 
Bogdan and Oliver.  We hope you will have a wonderful 
time here.  
 
The sun has been shining beautifully almost every day, so 
the children have been straight outside, enjoying riding on 
their bikes and playing in the playground. 
  
We enjoyed making a cubby house and sat under it using it 
as a shade.  We also enjoyed a lot of water play to help 
keep us nice and cool. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Playdough 
What better way to start our year!!  It is always fun playing 
with playdough.  Play dough is a fun way to increase the 
toddler’s awareness of shapes, colours and learning to use 
their own imagination and creativity. 
 

The children loved playing with it and may have even tasted 
it.  It tastes salty, a taste you are not likely to forget.   
Charlie loved to taste the playdough, although Miss Anna 
reminded him not to eat it, so he threw it in the bin and so 
proved to Miss Anna that there was no more there! 

While they are playing, they are developing skills and 
sensory experiences.  Playdough develops the fine motor 
skills of a small child which then enables the child to hold 
pens and pencils correctly or be able to do up buttons and 
zips. Michael did not like the feeling on his fingers. He kept 
on trying to flick it away from his hand. 

But, did you also know that playdough helps to develop your 
cognitive skills, your social and emotional skills and even 
your language and communication skills? 

An educator will encourage children to share their thoughts 
and feelings when playing with playdough. They will ask 
questions such as: What have you made with the 

playdough? Why did you choose to make the snail, worm, 
piece of cake, out of playdough? 
 
While asking questions, the educator is helping the child to 
draw on their imagination and thinking processes to provide 
the answers.  Other children in the group will talk about 
what they have made and why.  Each of them is using their 
cognitive skills and relying on their language and 
communication to be understood by, and to understand, 
others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
  

In the coming weeks, we plan to have a lot of physical 
activities in the yard.   We plan to extend our cubby houses 
to tents.   A play tent happens to be one of the best toys to 
inspire children to use their imagination.  Children can let 
their imagination run wild and transform a tent into a fortress 
or castle, house of their own, a hidden chamber or whatever 
they set their minds to be.  They can come up with the 
greatest stories and adventures playing in their tent.   
 
By encouraging creative play, tents highly contribute to the 
mind development of a child because of allowing a great 
deal of fantasy, including positively affecting narrative and 
speech skills.  Play tents are fun for individual playing, but 
fun can be extended when others are included. When 
children play together, they learn how to interact with each 
other because they need to negotiate rules and follow them 
and demonstrate consideration for the other person’s needs 
or wishes. In simple words, they learn how to behave well in 
society. 
 
Until next time, 
 
Miss Anna and Miss Suvada 
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JUNIOR KINDY NEWS 
We hope you had a wonderful Christmas, New Year and 
holiday period!  In the last few weeks we have had a busy 
start to the New Year.  For a few of those weeks we 
combined with the Pre-School room for joined learning 
activity and play due to the lower number of children over 
the holiday period. Our focus has been with phonics starting 
with the letter “A” - items that start with that letter and the 
sound it makes, as well as singing our phonics song. We 
have extended this with Australia Day celebrations and 
learning all about the Australian culture, animals and food. 
We have been learning all about where Australia is on the 
globe, the flag and the different territories within Australia.  
From this we have been busy with art and craft, we have 
made fly swatter paintings with yellow and green paints, and 
gum leaf paintings. We are also learning Australian songs - 
this week it’s “Give me a Home amongst the Gumtrees” 
a popular song that many may remember!  
 
       
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Through the Early Years Framework (EYLF), the program 
will see educator’s use intentional teaching to actively 
promote children’s learning through worthwhile and 
challenging experiences that foster high level thinking. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I've been around the world 
A couple of times or maybe more 
I've seen the sights, I've had delights 
On every foreign shore 
But when my mates all ask me 
The place that I adore 
I tell them right away 
Give me a home among the gumtrees 
With lots of plum trees 
A sheep or two, and a kangaroo 
A clothesline out the back 
Verandah out the front 
And an old rocking chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In our discussions about Australia, we are learning about 
states and territories and where our state Queensland is on 
the map.  We are also learning all about Australian animals, 
their habitat and where they live. 
 
On Thursday the 25th January we are having a morning tea 
with the children where we will have vegemite toast and 
enjoy other Australian foods. If your child does not like 
vegemite we can alter the topping to suit their taste. 
 
Our focus this month is to care for our environment, to care 
for our resources and placing them back where they belong. 
We are also promoting self-help skills by looking after our 
belongings. 
 
Outcome 2: Children are connected with and contribute to 
their world. 
 
Miss Sylvia is helping in the room as Miss Pari is on 
holidays.  She will be returning in February. 
 
Until next time 

Miss Sylvia and Miss Tania 😊 

 
 
 
 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Meridolum_corneovirens_map.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 
Welcome back everyone!  We are starting the New Year 
with an investgation of the letter “A”, and the theme is “A is 
for Australia”.  Over the coming weeks, we will be exploring 
our great country of Australia, discussing and learning our 
national anthem.  Building upon this, we will cover many 
aspects of our country looking in particular at our states and 
territories, our flag and our culture.  Using the the letter “A” 
and the theme of Australia as a foundation for learning, the 
children will develop an understanding of what it means to 
be an Australian.  Using the globe of the world and state 
maps, we will discover where in the world our country is 
situated, it’s shape and size.  During this investigation we 
will briefly touch on the concepts of the line running around 
the middle of the earth, that is the equator, and the concepts 
of the northern and southern hemispheres.  
 
Looking at our Australian flag and the different symbols on it 
we will explore the southern Cross, Union Jack and Federal 
Star and their importance.  The colours of the flag, red, 
white and blue will be explored through hands on arts 
experiences where the current flag will be replicated by the 
children. After grasping an understanding of what the 
Australian Flag should look like, the children will be 
presented the opportunity to explore the designing of their 
interpretation of the Australian flag. 
 
Not forgetting our nation’s first traditional owners, we will 
explore both the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags. 
The children will learn about the colours and symbols 
represented on each. 
 
We are integrating phonics and letter recogntion currently 
into the program with a focus on one letter per week. The 
children are exploring numbers by learning to count from 
number 1 to 100 and practising name writing.  I have been 
implementing the Learning Connections Program which 
helps children to become aware of their bodies and improve 
concentration.  The program uses repetition and sequencing 
to engage the children to focus, and learn how to recognise 
and isolate parts of the body through simple movements. 
 
Recognising that children need a downtime during the day, 
we have been exploring various types of relaxation and 
meditation. Meditation brings balance to the lives of young 
children and gives them a sense of peace.   We encouraged 
the children to picture themeselves in a bubble, think about 
what colour it is and what it feels like. They were then 
encouraged to use paint  to make their vision into a picture. 
It is important to provide activities like this to help children to 
explore their imagination and develop an understanding of  
their world through just being still. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Outcome: 4.4H- Children 
explore ideas and theories using 
imagination, creativity and play. 
Principle: Ongoing learning and 
reflective practices. 
Practice: Learning environment. 
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FAMILY SKILLS, INTERESTS AND TALENTS …. (Cont’d 
from page1) 
 
Reading (especially good for grandparents) 
Children love having someone reading to them.  If you or 
your parents have the time, please contact your room staff 
to organise a day for reading. 
 
Useful Junk – We are always on the lookout for recyclable 
items for the rooms. Empty food containers, ribbons, 
wrapping paper, towel tubes (not toilet or egg or milk re-
hygiene and allergy) paper or anything interesting form your 
work is much appreciated.  
 
Family Photos – Our aim is to create a warm, friendly and 
homely environment.  One way we like to achieve this is by 
having family photos displayed. Please bring in a copy of 
your family for us to display in the room.  
 
Special Events 
Our Centre organises special events throughout the year. 
Keep an eye out as your child is sure to be a star! 
 
Suggestions 
If you have any other suggestion or idea on how we best 
can work together in the Centre and together with your 
child’s program please let us know. 
 
Remember  
When your family becomes involved with the Centre, no 
matter how small or big your involvement, your child will be 
experiencing a stronger connection between home and our 
Centre. 
 
Please list what skills talents, interest and culture that you 
and your family (not forgetting grandparents) would be 
happy to share with the program and Centre. 
 

 


